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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

1 . The request filed on June 15, 2009 for a Continued Examination (RCE) is 
accepted and a continued prosecution application has been established. An action on 
the RCE follows. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the recites the 
term "it". Perhaps "it" should be replaced with --said switch module-. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 21 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 21 and 27 recite the limitation "the axial force can be applied". The 
phrase "can be" implies that the limitation following it is optional. It is unclear if the 
limitation following the "can be" is necessary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 11,13-18 and 21 -27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Hirschfeld et al USP 6892602. 
Re dm 1 1 : 

• A steering spindle (3, fig 1 ) which is mounted in a casing tube (2, fig 1 ) so 
as to be rotationally movable 

• A switch module (10, fig 1) which is held immovably with respect to the 
rotational movement of the steering spindle and is fixed radially and axially 
on the casing tube 

• The switch module is supported on a bearing (9, fig 1 ) arranged on the 
steering spindle 

• The switch module comprises a centering device (fig 3) [which, under a 
force which is oriented coaxially with respect to the longitudinal axis of the 
steering spindle, fixes the switch module on the casing tube and clamps it 
radially.] 

• The centering device comprises a stator (1 1 , fig 1 ) and clamping jaws (1 3, 

fig 1) 

• An elevation (portion of 15 between the bend and where it connects to 13, 
fig 3) protrudes from a face (inside portion of 15 between bend and the 
free end, fig 3) of a first clamping jaw which faces the casing tube (the 
inside face of 13 faces casing tube, fig 3) 

Re dm 13: 
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• The stator is connected to the bearing (fig 1 ) 
Re dm 14 & 15: 

• The stator is connected to each clamping jaw via a spring element (1 9, fig 
1) 

Re dm 16: 

• Each clamping jaw is in contact with the casing tube by way of a support 
(portion of 13 that holds 15 in place, fig 3) 

Re dm 17: 

• A second face (outside facing portion of 1 5, fig 3) of the clamping jaw 
which faces the stator extends obliquely with regard to the longitudinal 
axis of the steering spindle 

Re dm 18: 

• The inner face (inside of 1 1 , fig 1 ) of the stator extends parallel to the 
oblique face of the clamping jaw 

Re dm 21: 

• The axial force can be applied by means of a steering wheel bolt (4, fig 1 ) 
Re dm 22: 

• A steering spindle (3, fig 1 ) which is mounted in a casing tube (2, fig 1 ) so 
as to be rotational ly movable 

• A switch module (10, fig 1) which is held immovably with respect to the 
rotational movement of the steering spindle and is fixed radially and axially 
on the casing tube 
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• The switch module is supported on a bearing (9, fig 1) arranged on the 
steering spindle 

• The switch module comprises a centering device (fig 3) [which, under a 
force which is oriented coaxially with respect to the longitudinal axis of the 
steering spindle, fixes the switch module on the casing tube and clamps it 
radially. 

• The centering device comprises a stator (11 , fig 1 ) and clamping jaws (1 5, 

fig 1) 

• A leaf spring (one of the 1 5, fig 1 ) which engages in a cut-out (recess, col 
5 lines 38-50) of the casing tube is provided on the stator (1 1 , fig 1 ) 

• The cut-out provides an opening in the casing tube through which the leaf 
spring protrudes radially toward the steering spindle (col 3, lines 38-50) 

Re dm 23: 

• Each clamping jaw is in contact with the casing tube by way of a support 
(20, fig 1) 

Re dm 24: 

• A first face (1 5, fig 1 ) of a first clamping jaw which faces the stator extends 
obliquely with regard to the longitudinal axis of the steering spindle 

Re dm 25: 

• The inner face (inside of 1 1 , fig 1 ) of the stator extends parallel to the 
oblique face of the clamping jaw 

Re dm 26: 
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• An elevation protrudes from a second face (outer portion of 15, fig 3) of a 
clamping jaw which faces the casing tube (the inside face of 13 faces 
casing tube, fig 3) 

Re dm 27: 

• The axial force can be applied by means of a steering wheel bolt (4, fig 1 ) 

Regarding the functional recitation(s) in the claim(s) above denoted by the "[ ]" 
the examiner notes while features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or 
functionally, claims directed to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art 
in terms of structure rather than function. The reference discloses all the claimed 
structural limitations and therefore anticipates the claim. See MPEP 21 14. Additionally, 
the apparatus is capable of performing the claimed functions. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed June 15, 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Hirschfeld does not disclose an elevation protrudes toward 
the casing tube from a first face of a first clamping jaw that faces the casing tube. 
Applicant further argues that the15 protrudes away from the casing tube. The examiner 
disagrees. From the reference frame of the end of the tongues (portion between the 
free end of 15 and the bend in 15, fig 3), the tongue 15 does in fact protrude toward the 
case. 

Although the prior art has remained the same, the interpretation has changed. 

With regard to Applicant's argument regarding the cut-out, Applicant is directed to 
the new interpretation in the rejection above as well as the two paragraphs preceding 
the claims in Hirschfeld. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 28 and 29 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Papandreou USP 6318756 discloses a similar device to 
applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN B. WAITS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3664. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am to 5 
pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alan B Waits/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



